LICENSES FOR THE USE OF LIMITED RESOURCES ON ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATIONS MARKET CAN BE CONCEDED TO THIRD PARTIES

(Press Release)
Starting with March 12, licenses for the use of radio frequencies/channels and numbering resources can be conceded, at the initiative of license holders, providers of    public electronic communications networks, according to the procedure established by the National Regulatory Agency for Electronic Communications and Information Technology (ANRCETI – www.anrceti.md). The procedure was approved in a Decision of ANRCETI Administrative Board, published in the Official Gazette today. 
According to the Decision, licenses for the use of radio frequencies/channels and numbering resources can be conceded for the provision of public electronic communications networks. In particular, the following licenses are subject to concession: those for the provision of cell mobile telephone services, GSM and CDMA standards, technical licenses for construction and/or maintenance, operation and creation of air radio or television stations, cable networks.  
The applicant intending to be beneficiary to license concession needs to submit an application to the Agency (fill in a standard form), supplemented with all the documents required by the concession procedure, such as: license concession agreement,  applicant’s commitment on assuming, under his own liability, the responsibility for compliance with concession conditions and obligations covered by the license and for the veracity of all presented documents.  
Within maximum 7 days as of the date of the application, the Agency will issue the Decision of Concession Acceptance, whereas in other 3 days, will notify the applicant (in written form) thereon. The Agency has the right to refuse license concession where this is deemed to restrict or distort competition and/or change the purpose for which the limited resources were assigned. The procedure requires that the Agency will make publicly available all its decisions pertaining to acceptance of license concession.   
Licenses for the use of radio frequencies/channels for radio or television networks and/or stations can be conceded to a third party on basis of a Decision provided that two conditions are met: (i) the license holder has a broadcasting license or a retransmission authorization, which was conceded to the same third party; and (ii) the new license holder assumes all the obligations as provided by the license or by the general authorization.   

According to the Law on Electronic Communications, the procedure of concession of providers’ rights and obligations is established by the Agency.    Concession means transmission of a license, by its holder, to a third party, on basis of a concession agreement.  
Before January 1, 2010, ANRCETI issued 19 licenses for the use of radio frequencies and/or channels and 124 licenses for the use of numbering resources. As per that date, 123 technical licenses for construction, maintenance, operation and creation of air/cable television stations and 38 technical licenses for construction, maintenance, operation and creation of air/cable radio stations.    
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